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o BLI CO l lITTEE FOR TRA VELLI G PEOPLE. 

REPORT FOR 1977. 

Oo 's anything bring done for Ilw Trawllers now. I halT,,'1 Iward a"y· 
Ihing about them lalely?" From lime to lime I am asked Ihis sorl of 
queslion. It usuall) nwan Ihat the speaker ha nol for a while ,'en or 
Iward anything on Radio or Telel'i ion , or in Ihe press . The fac l l ha l such 
comlll,' nl ,; are made shows Ihe imporlance of the 1 ews Media 10 progrc 'ss 
in prol'ision for Trall'L1l'rs and il would be appropriall' Iwre 10 sa" how 
much 1\'1' apprl'l' ia le and have bCl'n hdpl'd by the 'Ipdia yea r aftl'r ),,·ar. 
W,' do Ihank Ihem sinc('f('I) for Iheir hdpful conl ri bution 10 progress. 

Tlw aboll' qltr'Sl iou also reminds us of aU thl' drd icated pI'ople who 
"orh. qUlI'lh. \\ithoul publici I) . year in. year out , and wilhoul whose 
,' fforl s in a wholl' laril'l~ of \Vays . progress would nol be made. These 
include LOI'al AUlhoril) officials. commillc(' mt'mbcrs, Teachers. Social 
\\orker, . Youlh Worh.ers . it IIh ole I"aridy of I'oluntary helpl'rs and, of 
,"our'S". IllI' Trall"lI"r:; Ihelllsdl('s. It is pl'ople such as Iht'se who main tain 
their interest and iH.: lj,ilies throu ghuut the years, e, er l wilen 1I0·01lt' hears 
alii Ihing aboul Ihem. Ihal makt's progrt' possibll'. 

PROGRESS: \n"llwr qu("slion Ihal is a kl'd is "Are you making any pro· 
gress . Has public opinio n changt'd al all?" Yes.) Ihink il "ould 111' corrcct 
10 sa~ Ihat public opinion has changed consi(lt'rauly . Wf' still fact' aLI Ihe 
'Iiffi~ultit':; 11 (' did 13 yl'a rs ago, Ihl' sa ml' hoslilit~· . pr('~udi c, ', ignorance 
and IIlfh ff,-rt'ncl' . Bul Ih, ') are Ie s. and IllI'r" are far mOrl" people IIho arc 
in\t'resll'd and h("lpful. f ar morl" p"opll' no\\ kno\\ Tral eU" rs personally , 
and IIhen' IllI' re is dili, io n and prejudice. il makes a differ"nce \\"hen 
1" '01'1, ' g'" to h.nOl' each o ll1<'r as 1'1'01'11' . 

An' II I" makin/! progn 's ? If Ihis means is pro~('ss being mad" in hdp. 
inJ!; 1111' Tru\C,lh' rs to b('coflle murf" accepted. to ge l til{' living act:ulIlflloda­

lion thal 111('p( - their 111 '('(.1. and euucation. a~ajn the an wer i 'Yes,' even 
if 111I'r(" is still much 10 be do,l('. 
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SETTLEMENT: A lot has happened since the Com mittee first helped two 
families to settle in carava ns on privately oWlled ground , early in 1966. We 
have discontin ued supplyi ng ca ravans now, except in exceptional cases, 
as living accommodatio n is provided by the Local Autho rities. 

The survey of Travellers earrietl out ill Oc tobl 'r. 1977 sho" s the fo llow· 
irlg resulL :-

r Families in Standard Housing 734 ""II 
Families in Chalet Sites 258 
Families in Trailers on Approved Sites 107 
Families on Roadside 854 

TOTAL !ill 

"" 
Total number of fami lies provided for 1099 ~ 

Of the 854 fam ilies un the ruatlside, 107 ""rI' Ii \i ng under camas and 
12 in shacks, 263 were considered tu be transil'nts, who were no t in ter· 
ested in se ttlement. This lalter figure is small ... than \\C' had expec t .. d . 
There arc therefore about 591 famili ... " hu ,,·o uld like some form of 
settlement. Most of tlwse famili es "ould li ke standard housing. as this 
con tinues to be the type of accommodation preferred by l1Iost Travellers. 

COMPARISO WITH 1960 CENSUS : 

It is interest ing to com parc these figures with those o f the census car· 
ried out in Decemb er . 1960. At tha t time . there was a to tal of 1198 
fami lies in the Republic, of " hich onl) 43 were Ii\'ing in houses, 399 were 
liv ing under ealwas, al though 64 of these also had horse caravans. Over 
900 families at that time cxpressed a "ish to seUle. There ha ' been a big 
dro p Lherefo re, in Lh e nu mber o f fa milies li vi ng und!'r camas. and since 
then , accommodatio n has been pro vided for a to tal of 1099 fa milies, 
which is more Lhan the number exprcssing a "ish to sdlll' in 1960. So 
far, however, we have fa iled to pro \ide for tIll' incrt'asl' in the number of 
families sincc that time . 
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ED CATIO : 

A minute o f the Cummittee held on Februarv l :it 1966 records that 
with the assistance of the Sis ters of Charity " a ehool for !tim' rallt child· 
rl'n had hl'!'n , ta rted in ~I i lltown . The school is he ld from 3 .00 - S.OO 
p.m., dail) , and at present 18 child ren are attending." A minute of a m('d· 
ing on March 8th 196611'115 uf that 2,'} children wcre on the roll , and adds 
tha t " as th l' families were constanLly being moved o n, a Mini bus had been 
pu rchased to collect the childrcn for schoo!. " 

The 1960 census reports that in l\o\ embcr 1960, only 160 chi ltlren o f 
Traveller' were on the school rools throughou L Lhe e OLl ntry , o f wh om 
l 14 wcre said to be regular attendcrs. A report compilcd by Sister Cole tt e 
D" ye r, in January 1978, records tha t the re are now 3,002 children 
"a ttending school with sufficienL regularity Lo c nsurc that they could 
make some real progress . and emerge at the end of their time in chool 
"ith the basic s kills of literacy and IIllllll' ra cy ." 

Sister Col<'lte 's report continues :· " there is still a complete tie-up be· 
t" cen the progn'ss in settlemen t and the progress in educaLion for Travel · 
ling childrpn. in n cry count)' in Ireland. Where se ttlement is good , 
,'duca tion is making sat isfacto ry progress , where it is not , little can be 
cl une. In man y cases. the provision o f scrviced Halts wh ere fa mil ies could 
pul l in. be pnsured of th l' essentials fo r basic human l i \~ ng - wa ter , sanita· 
tiOll , etc .. and be free from thl' continual fear of being "moved on " ouL of 
rI 'ach uf the sehuul their child ren arc atLending, and often with nowhe re 
.. (,w to go, could cause school att endance figure to rocket. " 

In arld il ion 10 tlH' 3 ,002 children attending school , there arc at least a 
,imilar nLlmb!'r of school age wh o arc not able to a \lend school for the 
rI'aWII8 n]('n tiu lH'd by Sister Cole tte . 

Compulsory movement of families, without thei r being offen'd any 
suitable al ternative, is still hcing carried out in d ifferent parts of the 
countn. including Count y Dubl in . This practice mu st be strongh- con· 
demned. Not only doe it cause considerable hardships fo r the Travell ers, 
bllt it cn' ates bad rel ationships with Travellers and thc s<'ltl ed cum muni ll , 
particularl y with those in ·au thor ity . As alread y nH'ntioll cd, it caust's gre~t 
hindrance to education , and oftl' n stops it comple tely for the families 
concerned . Th e seriousness o f thi , mu st be strongly stressed . 1 havc 
heard some o f the teachcrs of these childrcn speaking alm o L with dcspair 
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as families are moved again and again. One teaeher remarked "these 
children corne here to sehool. and we are supposed to educate them to be 
good eitizens, yel by being forcibly moved time afte r time, they are al· 
ready hostile befo re they eome here. The seeds of delinqueney are already 
SO Wll. " We must heed the wa rning con tained in these word. We eanno t 
treat our fellowmen in this way and not have repercussions in anti·social 
behaviour and delinquency. 

In our Annual Report for 1974. we emphasised the need for a Si te or 
Halt for 15 to 20 families in South County Dublin , and quoted from a 
report of one of our Social Workers as follows:· "Social work in this area 
is a frustra ting job, dominated and rcsrtricted by its laek of a site o f reas· 
onable size in the area , and the general lack of facilities. SI. Kieran 's 
School, is reall y the only servicc provided for Ihe Travellers in Ihe area. I 
, ork elosely wilh the slaff of SI. Ki eran 's , and I kno w how difficult and 
frustrating their job is because o f the constant movement of the familie , 
often involuntary." 

This year, 4 yea rs later, an extract from our Bray- Dun Laoghaire Corn · 
mittee Report reads as foUo\\ s :· 

"The Commi llee is still frustra ted by the lack of even a Hall for Ihe 
many Travelling families in Ihe South Counly Dublin - Wieklow are' as. 

parI frum Ihe fact that Ihere are fewer and fewer places where till' 
families can camp , they arc perpelually being mo, ed fro m one place 10 
.another. This, apa rl from all it other allcndant problems for the Travel· 
lers, com ple tely d isrupts their school ing, which is parlicularl y sad wh"n 
one looks at Ihe facilities currentl y being p ro,~ded in SI. Kieran ' Schoo l 
and Training Cenlre." 

The pro,-ision of a Hall in South Cou nty Dublin. is one of Ih" greatesl 
needs in the counl y. al the present lime. Le t us hope that it will Le pro· 
,·ided beforc we write our rcporl for anol lwr year. 

Statistics for Coun t y Dublin: 
The figure for Ihe survcy alrea d quoled, are, of C OUI'S". til(> figurc>s for 

Ihe whole of Ihc Republic . The figures for Co. Dublin are- as follows :· 

~ Standard Chalet Total Pr~ 
Housing Sites Halts Roadside TOTAL vided for 

1977 65 132 12 132 341 209 
1976 60 106 30 163 359 196 

'" 1975 48 131 I 178 358 180 ~ 
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Of those on the roadside, o nl y 15 " cre' consid .. red 10 ue Iransients. 12 
were living under canva and 5 in shacks. 

Last year. we reporl ed thaI Ihe chale l ite for 15 families at Holyla ncls, 
Rathfaru ham , wa ncaring complelion. The families mo"etl into it ncarl y a 
yea r ago, and are vcry happy in thci r new accommodation. Alllh!' families 
on Ihis site belong to one family group. itcs such as thi ,allow congenial 
fami ly groups 10 live togelher in a way which wo uld no l bc possiule in 
a housing estate . It is in lcresting to record Ihat Ihe resident s on Ihe ite 
requested that a no lice saying" ' 0 Dumping" be placed at the cntrance of 
the road leading to Ihe sitc . 

Work is proceeding on the site for 40 families at Clovcr Hill, Clondalkin 
and it should be ready for occupalion bl'forc the end o f the Summ er. Thi 
ite will providc much needed accommodalion in this area. 10 new Chalets 

"ill shurlly b .. (' ree led at Labre Park , so there will be a big increase in 
chale l accommodation , this yea r. 

More hou es are nceded. Only 5 families were houses during litis yea r. 
number of famili es are waiting fo r houses_ 
Hard surface, wa ler and light have now Leen provided on one of Ihe 

1"0 Halts on Ihe ' o rlh side_ Sanitation,, 'U also be provided. The ame 
facilities arc required al the second Hall. 

SOCIAL WORK: 
The corporation havc now appointed " 0 ocial Worker to work full 

time with Tra,·ellcrs . We welcome this action. Acco rdingly. whcn Ei lis 
Gough le ft us la t year to lake up anolher position , we did not replace 
her. We should like to record our apprecialion of her work while with 
the Committee . We ,,~sh her well in her new posilion. 

We now have 2 Social Workers doing general ocial Work, 2 wo rking 
spec ifically with those who have a problem , .. ith alcohol , and 3 Youth 
Workers, in addilion 10 the staff at Trudder House. 

THE BRA Y-DU LAOGHAlRE CO tMI'ITEE REPORT AS FOLLOWS: 

EDUCATIO : 
SL Kieran ' School has been recognised since January l sI as a pecial 

Na lional School, which means Ihal the Department of Educa tion pay 
Ihe tcachers' salaries, and a Grant of £16 per chi ld per year for all o ther 
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expenses . This is a grea t help. although our other ('''pcnsl's arc in the arl'a 
of . ix to scven thousand pounds a year . However , we are hoping for some 
hi'll' from th e Department of Health with tl1('se I'x tra ""penses, which in· 
c1ude feeding the children. having their medical n(,pds attended to, payin~ 
25% of th c cost of running the minihus , etc. 

There have been 123 ch ildren on the rolls this year, with an avera~p 
attc 'ndance of about 70 child rcn per day. We ha,e added a Vocational 
Class to the school, which is catering for th e 12+ age group , and "ill 
hopefully help to bridge the ga p be tween th ... school and thc Training 
Cl'ntre. One of our past pupils, at prescnt in Thc' Training Centre, and 
with children il) thc school, is a member of th e n,'" ~Ianagl'ment Com· 
mittel' of the schooL 

THE TRAl I G CE TRE: is flourishing, undc' r the ab l ... direction of 
Ir. ~Iichael Bermingham. AnCO has d onc a "ondc 'rful job on thc re" 

constru c tion of thc old burnt·out school building. and h, ... nty .four bo), 
and girl, (thc maximum we are aUo"ed to tak ... ) are' training th .. r ... Thc 
bo~ s do courses in Literacy, Wood" ork . .\Ie tal" ork. \\ .. Iding. ({c'pai r 
s("nic,·s. Ptc .. and the girls in Lit eracy. Induotrial machining. c1re·,omakillg. 
c:oo kl'r~. crafts , child care, hygiene. etc. The \ .E.C. I'a,'o the te-adu'r, ill 
Ih,. Training Centre. 

There are now 5 Training Ccntrcs in cliffere' lIt part, of tl ... c·ulln ln. 
The~ arc' pro> iding a "e ry important sen icc' for te-l'nagcr,. particularl~ 
for those "ho ha' e had little p re , ious educalion. WI' need more' ,lIch 

. centrl's in County Dublin. 

M .. rvyn Ennis, our Youth Worker in Finglas ha, "0" complc·te-d hi; po; t 
gradllalt" cou rse in Scotland, and ,,,. arl' glad lu ha\{" his acti,,' hi'll' agaill. 
II,· ol'nds u, the follo"ing r('port about acti, itil" ill Fillgla,. 

AVILA PARK. 
31 d.ildren arc attending ~ ,pecia l .-1a",·, in SI. .I o0<"J1h ', Sc·ltool. 3;) 

girl!' arl' in tegrated throu!!:huut till' , cllCIol. 9 ItO)' <ltli'llll tl ... loc'al 
National School for boys. TIl(' prc··,dIOOI cla;,.- on th .. ,iii' ~un tinllC·'. 

ROADSIDE - Finglas catchment arca. Th ... c· i, a 'I'<"cia l ~ull .. diun rllll 
or~an i s .. d b} Sister ~Iargarct i\lary. She cullects O\l'r 80 ch ild n'" and 
brings them to three schools . Priors \\ ood. ","orth William SI.. alltl Hill 
SI. Each sehoul pro"idcs h,o special clasoes. Hill St rcl't also has a lIumbc' r 
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integrated througholl t tl ... s~houl. Sister illargaret Mary's filo(ure of child· 
ren coHl'etl'd, arc a good indication of the numbers o f Tra, cHers on th e 
roadside "ith no facilities o ther than school to ca te r for their various 
needs. Thl' cold rcalit) of thc situ ~tion . is that for rOll~hly 75 famili es 
"ithin till' catehnll"n t area. there arc no planned acti,ities or outlets for 
th l'm. It is a fact of li fc' that most Travellers are sociaHy handicapped dul' 
10 their culturl'. lifl's tyll', Ihing conditions. illit<'rac~· .lac k of life chances. 
nega ti \{' sl' lf imagl'. and thl' pn'judiel' of some of tlH' se ttlcd population 
dirl'c ted against th,·m. 

Tlw small so" i"1 "I'll t re on the ite at Avila Park, and the sma ll play· 
ground , an ' the unl) fa~ il ities providcd for the Travellers at a recreational 

"',...1. 

RECREATIVE ACTIVITIES: 
Th,' range of sporting or recreational activities a,ailablp to adu ll trawl · 

I ... , i, 'luite limited. The) con.i,t of Sunday Football maid. --", ila 
Ca"I,:' Ihei r ,mn Cal'li .. Foolball Team . Attending the occa iona l i'I"ath 
- \\ c'stnlC"ath - Kildarl' C.A. \. foulball karns. 

Thl' dail~ Horsl' Racing. 

Tlw OCT"Fional Io(anw of Pool. bul Pool is usuaUy confilll'd to pubs and 
Tr",dkr:; arc "'n oftc'n ,,'fusc·d Sl'n i ~1' in pubs while Pool Hall ' abo ex· 
c'r("i~(' thei r ri~ht F. to n·ftl:::p adll1i~~ion. 

For WOlll en thc'rl' i, nOlhing organ i,ed and littl l' a' ai labll' . IIlilc'raC) 
lia r; thl'm from thc ' , implc·, t i(amc' of bin?;o. 

\1 the moment. lhc' .... lIlre · film' lions >,okl\- for tllf' children and adol· 
.·,,·c'nts. II aims at pro,idillg I'la~ opportunities for the ~oungl'st, 5 10 12. 
th .. mo,t acti,l' and ,·,Ira,,·rl of "I I age groups. Tht") ('njo)" chasing, dimb· 
ing. acrobatics. ball gan ... " in," ?;i nati", ad\{'nturl' p ia). The Corpora ti o n 
has pro, idc'cl a hard '"rfa ... · pIa) an'a and SO Il1~ "quipml'nt "hich should 
Iw a grl'at asspt in organi,ing 1111" SlImnll"r play schell1l'. The fact th at "C' 
ha,l' thc' '·'lnipn ... nl IIIC'an" thai "C' ~an LIS/' il as a ca rrot to brini( in th e 
,,·uled "olll munit) anc! ha\l' ollr c" nlrl' cl~signat('d on~ of the pla~ arl'a" 
for Fin~las . and lllll ~ ~H.' hi('\c · ,I cc'rtain dq!f(>(, of inh·gration. 

Our affilialiun 10 II ... mini·ball IC 'aguc' Ita; b .. "n of great bendil 10 u • . 
From it. ",. gail ... d "" 1' i",aluablc yonlh ,,,,rk .. r. Finnuala i\1cJl1e rtlcy. 
"It .. ,,,,rks "ilh II ... girls - and i,wital ions to lIIan) schools and clu los 
"I ... r .. ,,,. are ' accepted as c''l"al and where rea l inte-graliol1 is 1Ichi '·\'l'd. 
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With the aid of an old minibus, we have tried to get out of the site as 
much as possible and concentrate on getting as wide a varicty of experi. 
ence as we can. 

We visited the luseums . 
Na tional Muscum - via Stcphen 's Grcen Duck Pond. 
Animal Museum - and adventure playground. 
The 'loving Crib - via Chapelizod Playground Phoenix Park. 
The Hell Fire Club. 

Other trips o rganised through St. Brcndan were (i) a trip to Funderland , 
(ii) The Children '8 Traffic Safe ty Exhibition Centrc. 

A visi t to National Stud is duc to come off latcr this month. 
Fo r the Senior Club , life has not been so hectic . Table Tennis has been 

the main intcrest and a number o f inter dub matches. Thr(>(" of thc senior 
clubs are taking part in the Leinstcr Table Tennis Coaching Course. This 
is only a small step towards developing Ieadcrship skills amo ng tlw Travel· 
lers thcmseh·es. Though it is hopcd that through increased e fforts in youth 
work , an indigenous mOI"('m(' nt of Travelle rs will f' nwrgf' to control and 
ad, ise o n dec ision about their own ;weds. 

OBJECTIVES AND PROBLEMS: 
The chronic lack of facilities curtails arts and crafts classes, workshop 

ae ti,·ities, such as me tal work , woodwork , homc management, etc., P.T. 
classes. Informal communal gatherings in a coffee bar/ lounge (there is a 
real need for such a provision for the women). Disco ' , film s, light drama 
productions. bu t particularl y adult educatio n courses. proper cen tre 
, ould facilitate the growth of thi s wider ran ge of sporting cducational and 
cultural ac ti\~ties. 

For reasons already outlined (in cxi ting facilities and se rvices) the 
Traveller is in a situation where there is limited access to cinemas (some 
of the men attend films but due to high cost and o ther social - cultural 
reasons. women don 't attend). 

No theatres , no places where teenagcrs could dance , o nl y one small cold 
place where some can meet and enjoy themselves. The first thing that is 
needed is entertainment. 

There is a general tendency among some who view Travellers as shift· 
less, lazy or on " permanent holidays," as well as some who seck the devel· 
opment of Travellers , to underestimate lha t which is only entertainmen t. 
Art and Craft pursuits are seen as more socia ll y rdevant, making work fo r 
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idle fingers yet also breaking down taboos and barriers with scttl ed popu· 
latio n by showing them what Travellers can do . This is all perfectly ,·alid . 

. But the "Traveller " need a breathing space, to ha,'c an incentive to laugh. 
On the northside we are starting from scratch and are trying to establish 
a firm connec tion by using the uni,'ersal need "entertainment " and th('n 
under its wing to develop other smaller specialised acti,1ties. As such 
rec rea tion is not merel y relaxation, it is not an insignificant past·tim!'. it is 
a means of getting to know the Travellers, of ge tting to know their views, 
their needs, of makillg them aware of their responsibilities and rights. 
It is a solid bridge to reach the Travellers and help them to help them· 
selves. 

Money pent or! adequate facilitie geared to the proper development of 
Travelling people for active recreation , personal development, and eduea· 
tion , will be recovered tenfold from savings on delinquency, crime. medi · 
cal care . For participation in sport is known to condition the whole of 
one's behaviour '~s·a·vis food , hygiene, smoking , alcohol, resistence to 
_trcss. Sporting activities develop physical aptitudes (agility , tamina, 
better balance). Mental aptitudes (reaction to environment emotional 
control) . ocial aptitudes (sense of responsihiljty). 

We believe that substantial headway can be made in social integration 
of Travellers into settled soeiety using sport a the medium. It i a positive 
way of breakillg dowlI harriers alld uf huilding bridges. 

Tilt' work at present is indeed modest, but a lot of positive ground work 
has brcn done in building up positive relationships with Travellers. We are 
happ. in the knowledge that, though we may be progre..osing at a snail 's 
pace , we are, nevertheless, progressing. 

This report from lervy n Ennis, sets out clearly the tremendou need 
and opportunity fo r an extension of recreational and educational activo 
itil's at the Social Centre in Finglas. This simply cannot be done in tire 
small bu ilding at prescnt there . 11 consists of a prefabricated one·roomed 
building bought second·hand by our Committee 10 years ago . A small 
ki tchenett e and toile t have bcen added. The building is utterly inadequa te 
for the presen t purpose and is now not \ orth repairing. It originally cost 
us £120 , so it owe us nothing. It shou ld be demolished, and we sincerely 
hope the Corporation will provide the much needed new bui lding in its 
place. 

In addition to the inadequate premises, our work in thi~ area has Leell 
greatly restricted by lack of fund s. We urgently need more financial sup· 
port to enable us to carry out this work properly. 
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TR DOER HO SE: Thr' D('parlml' nl of H .. alth ha,,' no" bOlwhl tl1l' 
hOllse fur us anu arl' also pa, inl! for nl'ces.arv repairs anu alt l' ra li~n s . We 
grealh app rc 'cialc Ihis assislanc .. . "hich gi, cs us mo r .. aU(' 'Iualt' prl'mi ;: .. s 
and ,,'hc,,', LIS of £ 2.000 p.a. in r(' nl. There art' . al prescnl. 20 bovs in 
Ihe housr'. F uur hoy. ar .. no \\ in f" lltime emplo, menl. Th .. o lhers ailenu 
.chuul ur \ . ucatiunal chuu!. o r . p,·c ial cia es ii, the homr' . accordinu to 
thcir ,)('eu and abilit),. " 

FAMILIES W]TH PROBLEMS: In uur r .. port in 1974. " e 'IlIotcd from a 
rcport from on", of uur Social II o rker. referring tu fam ilies wherl' Iherr' is 
a pro hlem wilh al cohol. TIll' rc 'pur'l rcaus 'IS follows:· 

·'Th .. children from these familil's COT"t itlllt' Ihl' biggesl singll' soc ial 
wo rk prubll'm in Ihis ar .. a .. . .. The~ are un Iht· , Irecls at all hOllrs o r II ... 
day and night. begginf! and slealing. Their parc nls arc all closely relall' d. 
all problcm drinkers alld Ihe childrl' n arc \t'f~ uepri, cd and nt'{!!t,ct .. d 
. . ... A spec ial sile for IIH'.t, familie. is an essl' nlial gll'p to , aru. lwlpin{! 
Ihc childrl' n. SOO1I' syslem o f day care i nccessary 10 cop .. \\ ilh th .. pro ll ' 
1e"1- 1'111' "or 'l aspect of Ihe problem is thaI Ihe chiluren sppnd su milch 
of Ih .. ir li\('5 on Ihe s lreets , even al nighl , Ihal tht ·y haw no" pickt 'd lip 
all the ,'iccs that one would expect in an urban arca.·' 

We are glad to report thaI wilh finan cial a ,istall ct' from tl1l' Depart · 
m('nl of Health and promises made available to us 011 a temporary basis, 
that we w~ re ablc to start a Da} Care C" nlr .. for some uf Ihese child"'II. 
be rorc Christmas. TIlt' Dt'partnH'1I1 o r Edll ~ali o n have no w ,,'cognist'd tl ... 
Cenlre as a t('mporar~ spec ial National chool and \\ c an' indt,t'r/ " ra t .. · 
fill for Ihis further ,..sislance. At present , \\ e h~\t' 13 childn'n 011 tI,; roll. 
wilh an awrage allcndance of 10. We hopp to increasr Ihe numb .. r to 20 
vcry soon. Thc following .. "Iracb from a r .. porl rrom one of II ... Il'acl ... rs 
gin>s ""ampl,'s of w ille of Ihc basic diffieulli l's "hieh havc 10 be ract·d . 
and of progres which is being made. 

"The firsl week was chaolic. The children were disruplivt>. cross "ith 
each olher. hard to conlain in the building. They did not \\anl 10 tak .. all) 
direc tion whatsocver ..... 
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Thc children arr rough with each olher. thry fight a 10 1. but the) have 
quietened do wn consid (' rabl y sill cl' II,..ir firsl days al school. I might USI' 
an .. xample here - when playing with the football. at first one child want . 
cd il all to himself, anu if ano lher Iried 10 lake it , he gO I a kick. dig or 
punch, and Ihen> were lears all round. 

Wilh timr , 1\\ 0 played, kicking illo each olhr r. and no\\ " I' ca ll playa 
rai r game o f foo lball "hen " e all can " rush " for Ihe ball - no kicks. 
punchc ,elc . ... . . 

It'al times al firsl were a di asler. Silling at a big table wilh e, erybody 
else . was jus l 100 mu ch .. ... smulwiches " pre throwlI , .oup was knocked 
o"'r, and there " err plenl )' o f rights oq' r places , d c .. bUI Ihe chilelren 
SUOII 'Iuiclt',,..d. and no' " e all can cal a alisfac lory meal ..... 

As \t'! , Ihc child rell arc ull5eulr u . . ... thcir br haviollr i nol con· 
slallt. On(' day il is guud , unc dar bad. We have 10 lake tlwm as tlw), 
coml' - "ho reall y knows "hal happens to them al nighl - , hat lime 
Ihev gct 10 bcd , "herp th ry slcep, "hcther their parenls arc drinking, ir 
Ih .. ~ had a bealing, elc . I sec a change in them for Ihe bell er. no ne lheless. 
Th",' arc lamer and quie ler Ihan they wcre in Ihe beginning. " 

We are thankful thaI al leasl we ha' e been able 10 make this small 
beginning 10 help Ihese children , who musl be some of Ihe mo-I deprived 
children in Ihe c ily. We shall laler nced 10 ex lend iI, or 10 starl anothcr 
similar cenlre 10 calcr for all the childrcn , who would need it. There are 
probably only b .. lween 30 and 40 families who would comc inlo this 
category , but il is Ihey who nced our help most. 

Our aim in this work is Ihat whcre there are problcms in a family , we 
should try and assist the ramily, as a , hole unil. The solution is nol to 
rt'mo,c the childn'n. which only takes Ihe parents responsibility from 
Ihem and creates new problem ror bOlh children and parents. As already 
mentio ned earlier in Ihis reporl. wc have two Social Workers who spend 
Ihl' ir whole time Irying to assist thc...<e parcnts to cope wilh their problems. 
Their wo rk is undermined however, ' hen Ihe parents arc living in absolutc 
S(lu"lor. FOllr yf'ars ago WI' mf' nlioned Ihe need for smaU sile for Ihese 
families to live on. We have mentioned il many times since, buI so rar 
wilhoul success. 

Thert' is much lalk , at presenl , abo lll providing a Delention Centre 
fo r children al imme nse expense. We firmly believe Ihal the work \\ hieh 
\\ {" arc (,ngaged ill , bo th at th e Day Care Ce ntre and the oc ia.l Cenlres, in 
Education and Training. is a constructive conlribulion 10 redu cing the 
numb er who might olhen,~se become delin'luent and anti ·social. Now is 
thc lime to ac l to avoid problcms . rather than have 10 deal wilh them at 
mu ch grcaler expcnse laler. 
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This report is a report of progress, amI of ,w,·d •. 
The needs which we feel art' most urgently rt'<juired in County \)ublin. 

at presen!. are -

1. Halt in Sou th Coun ty Dublin. 
2. A new Social Cent re in Pinglas. 
3. mall sites where families "ith problems can li\"l ' in prop'" ~ondi· 

tions. wh il f> being aS5isl<'d to overcomf' their problem. 

The cost of pro"iding all of thl'sl'. "ill I,.. infi,.ilt·ly less than tl](' cus t uf 
nol doing so. 

CO CL SIO ' : 
In conclusion. \I e should onct' a)!:ain like 10 Ihank all thus/' who take an 

inlerest in our work. and assist us in 5U many" ays. F.spt'ciall~ . \I e shoul.1 
like to thank the Pa tron of our Committe.' . \I ost Re,. D/' rrnol Ryan. 
D.O .. Archbishop of Dubl in , for his con tinued inte",,, t and :Hl ppor!. 

W .. should also like to rccord our apprt'ciation of thl' 111'11' and int'''''sl 
of Ir . J. Tully , T.D .. ,-I,il,- hI' was ~'1ini st"r fur Local (;o\l' rnml'n!. \\ •. 
remember wit h gra titud., his eXCl' ll ent spe. ·ch al th .. Annua l v inn l'r of th .. 
Na tional Council for Travell ing People. last year. 

We welcome the interes t of 1\1r. Sy" ,.,ster Barr .. tt, T.D. Minister for Ih .. 
E,wironmen!. and arc encouraged to kno" that during hi s timl' in uffic". 
the needs of Tra,'ellers will be kept to the fore. 

To all whu help us in whatev,' r "a). and to Ihos.' "Iw contimll' to 
su ppl~ the financial help on "hich our "ork de pends. w.· sa' " a \I'" 

;; inc"r<' Jl'han k You .' 
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I . f:. II. Be,rle,' 
HOIl . Seerel"rr 
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